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SUBJECT:CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE - ZAIRE - APRIL 1 1 


1 . PARAS 2-10 CONTAIN PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR 
APRIL 1 1 BRIEFING FOR USE ONLY IF ASKED: 

2. Q: DID THE FRENCH CONSULT WITH US BEFORE MAKING THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DECISION TO PROVIDE LOGISTICAL AIR SUPPORT TO ZAIRE? 

A: WE HAVE SAID BEFORE THAT WE EXCHANGE VIEWS ON A 
CONTINUING BASIS WITH OUR ALLIES, INCLUDING THE ZAIRIAN 
SITUATION. I DO NOT WISH TO GO BEYOND THAT STATEMENT. 

3. Q: DO YOU KNOW IF THE MOROCCAN TROOPS ARE ARMED WITH 
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U.S. WEAPONS? IF SO, IS THIS NOT A VIOLATION OF TERMS 
OF THEIR SALE? 

A. TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE MOROCCANS ARE USING 
NO U.S. ORIGIN ARMAMENTS IN ZAIRE. 

4. Q: DO WE HAVE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON CHINESE OR 
EGYPTIAN ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE? 

A. WE HAVE SEEN NEWSPAPER ARTICLES CONCERNING POSSIBLE 
ASSISTANCE BY EGYPT AND CHINA, BUT THAT IS ALT.. 

5. Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY DECISION ON ZAIRE S REQUEST 
FOR FURTHER AID? 

A: THE ZAIRIAN REQUEST IS STILL BEING CAREFULLY STUDIED. 

6. Q: IS THE C.I.A. RECRUITING MERCENARIES FOR USE IN 
ZAIRE AGAINST THE FORCE INVADING SHABA PROVINCE? 

A: THE UNITED STATES HAS STATED REPEATEDLY THAT THE 
RECRUITMENT OF MERCENARIES IN THE U.S. IS ILLEGAL, AND 
THE C.I.A. IS NOT INVOLVED IN ANY SUCH ACTIVITIES. 

7. Q: DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY COMMENT ON 
JOHN STOCKWF.LT .'S RESIGNATION LETTER AS PUBLISHED IN THE 
WASHINGTON POST? 
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A: THE DEPARTMENT WILL NOT COMMENT ON INTELLIGENCE 
ACTIVITIES, REAL OR PURPORTED. 

8. Q: THERE ARE REPORTS CARRIED IN THE WASHINGTON POST 
THAT A SOUTH AFRICAN SECURITY OFFICIAL HAS VISITED 
KINSHASA TO DISCUSS ASSISTANCE FOR ZAIRE. ARE THESE 
REPORTS ACCURATE? 

A: WE DO NOT HAVE DIRECT KNOWLEDGE AS TO WHETHER SUCH 
A VISIT TOOK PLACE. 

9. Q: IS THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT PROVIDING 
ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE? 

A: WE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

10. Q: DOES THE REPORTED ZAIRIAN DECISION TO ACCEPT AID 
FROM SOUTH AFRICA AFFECT OUR VIEW OF ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE? 
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A: WE HAVE NOT BEEN INFORMED OF ANY SUCH DECISION; 

THEREFORE THE QUESTION IS HYPOTHETICAL AND WE CANNOT 
COMMENT UPON IT. 

1 1 . THE FOLLOWING QUESTION WAS TAKEN DURING THE APRIL 1 1 
DEPT BRIEFING, "WAS THE U.S. INFORMED BEFOREHAND OF THE 
FRENCH ACTION IN AIRLIFTING SUPPLIES TO ZAIRE?" THE 
REPLY: "WHILE THE FRENCH DID NOT CONSULT WITH US ABOUT THIS 
DECISION, THEY DID INFORM US BEFOREHAND. 

VANCE 
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